


Special Meeting			September 19, 2023	               7:00 AM


Members present: Larry Skiftun, Tom Deede, Devin Long and Chad Reimche

Kale Van Bruggen-Rinke-Noonan and Thomas Demke, Apex Engineering were in attendance via video conferencing.

 The Wells County Water Resource District Board meeting began at 7:01 am.  

Open mic – no comments. 

Minutes of the August 8, 2023 meeting were reviewed. Tom made the motion, seconded by Devin to approve the minutes.  All voting aye, motion carried.


Hurdsfield Project
· Larry reported that the culvert extension will be completed this fall. 

Highway 52 Drain #1 Crossing
· Coleman Construction will start the project in October
· Culvert has been delivered and is at the Wells County Fairgrounds. 

Richard Lies Easement
· The board reviewed and easement between the WRD and Richard Lies for the NW4 of 29-148-68.  Tom made the motion, seconded by Chad to approve the easement and for Kale to send it to Richard Lies for his signature.  All voting aye, motion carried.

SB2372
· Kale met with the DWR, the Attorney General, Sean Fredricks and Jack Dwyer regarding compliance to SB2372.
· Kale reported that the board is required to join one of the river basins.  Kale stated that the Red River Joint Board is planning on creating an amendment to their Joint Powers Agreement that WRD’s can join with no financial obligation.  Kale will review the JPA once it is written.  Currently the James River Basin joint board is inactive so there is not a JPA to join that watershed board.  The board feels that joining the Missouri River joint board would be in the best interest for the WRD at this time. 
Eddy County Culvert-Oak Creek
· Larry contacted Rue Construction and they will replace this culvert this fall. 

Mike Schaefer ROW Permit
· The board reviewed a Right of Way Permit for 10-148-68 to lower the existing culvert to required depth on the approach going into his field.  The board considers this maintenance.  Tom made the motion, seconded by Chad to approve the permit.  All voting aye, motion carried.  

Beaver Dam: Drain #1
· Beaver has been eliminated. 


Hoff Culverts
· Larry and Devin met with Chris Hoff and Philip Hoff regarding placing 2 culverts in the SE4of 24-146.71.  This is not in any of the WRD assessed drains.  This is a township issue.  Larry recommended the Hoff’s contact an engineer regarding flow and if the township approved Hoff’s will put in the culverts and pay for the engineering study.
· REMINDER:  Culverts that are not along or adjacent to assessment drains owned by the Water Resource District are the sole responsibility and jurisdiction of the road authority. Road authorities must notify the Water Resource District 30 days prior to installation, reconstruction, or removal of a road culvert; however, the Water Resource District's role is advisory. All engineering and other costs are the responsibility of the road authority.
Larry Fandrich
· Larry met with the board regarding the approach and culvert being put in on 3-148-72.  This water will flow into a channel of the James River that is plugged with cattails and fill.  This is not in an assessed, legal drain so this would be a county issue due to the Fehr vs Wells County lawsuit. Larry and Road Foreman Keller will look at this area and report back to the commissioners. 

Mike Flick
· Mike met with the board regarding adding gates to culverts in SW4 of 149-71 and the E2 of 14-149-71.  Kale explained that changing the design of the Heimdal Drain would need an agreement from the landowners upstream that would be affected.  Mike will send a list of landowners to Tammy and we will have a meeting with them in December.
· Mike reported that the culvert in the NW4 between 9 and 14- 147-71 is rusted out.  Devin made the motion, seconded by Chad to replace the culvert.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Mike offered to install the culvert due to the unavailability of a contractor.  The cost of the culvert will be split 60% WRD and 40% county.  

Tile Notifications Under 80 Acres
· The board reviewed 3 Tile Notifications that are on file in the office. 

Drain Spraying
· Larry reported that all the drains have been sprayed .  


The board reviewed the bill from Apex Engineering, Tom made the motion, seconded by Chad to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Rinke-Noonan. Devin made the motion, seconded by Chad to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Coleman Construction.  Tom made the motion, seconded by Devin to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Dakota Pump Control.  Devin made the motion, seconded by Chad to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.


The following bills were allowed and ordered paid:
[bookmark: _GoBack]
#6764 Larry Skiftun-per diem, mlge & exp					$731.60
#6765 Tom Deede- per diem, mlge & exp					  173.40
#6766 Devin Long- Per diem, mlge & exp					  348.12
#6767 Chad Reimche-per diem, mlge & exp					  179.75
#6768 Tammy Roehrich-Salary						1385.25
#6769 Apex Engineering- Engineering 					3274.00
#6770 Rinke-Noonan- Legal Fees									
#6771-6773 VOID
#6774 Wells Co- Ottertail share						   35.48 



Drain Fund
#899 Apex Engineering- Engineering Services				$277.50
#900 Rinke-Noonan-Legal Fees						  197.50
#901 Coleman Const-Drain #1 Culvert				         29,563.68
#902 Dakota Pump Control-Hurdsfield					  277.50
#903 Northern Plains Electric-Hurdsfield Power			                94.00
					




With no further business, meeting adjourned.



Approved:						Attest: 





