Special Meeting			December 21, 2022				8:00 AM

Members present: Larry Skiftun, , Devin Long and Chad Reimche

Kale Van Bruggen-Rinke-Noonan, and Thomas Demke-Apex Engineering were in attendance via video conferencing.

 The Wells County Water Resource District Board meeting began at 8:00 am.  

Minutes of the November 8, 2022 meeting were reviewed. Chad made the motion, seconded by Devin to approve the minutes with the recommended changes.  All voting aye, motion carried.

Hurdsfield Project
· Thomas will send the year end report for 2022 to the Department of Environmental Quality.

Harvey Dam
· Apex Engineering is conducting the Hydrology Study to determine if the dam can hold the water.  Thomas reported that the preliminary report showed the Harvey Dam can sustain a 25 year/72 hour rain event at the current level.  
· Thomas reported that the project design could possibly be completed this spring.  
Highway 52 Drain #1 Crossing
· The Board reviewed the Surface Drain Permit Application 6088-Wells County Drain #1 Improvements.
· The Department of Water Resources determined that the application is not of statewide or inter-district significance. 
The board discussed the need for a public meeting.  The board determined the crossing is an existing crossing on an assessment drain that is being improved, not a new crossing or a new project. 
The Department of Water Resources specifically notified public and private entities in the vicinity of the crossing about the project when it solicited views on the state’s determination of statewide or inter-district significance. 
Apex Engineering and Rinke Noonan engaged with NDDOT on this matter for many months. 
The water resource district has an obligation to protect the drainage benefit for which landowners were taxed to construct the drain and proceeding with the improvement to the crossing is an integral part of fulfilling that duty.
· Devin made a motion, seconded by Chad that public or private interests would not be better served by a specific public meeting to consider Surface Drain Application 6088.  All voting aye, motion carried.
· Chad made the motion, seconded by Devin to approve Surface Drain Permit Application No. 6088 with the conditions recommended by the Department of Water Resources dated November 9, 2022.

Doug Neuharth Complaint
· The board reviewed the decision from the ND Department of Water Resources dismissing Mr Neuharth’s complaint appeal. 

Rinke-Noonan 2023 Contract
· The board reviewed the 2023 Rinke-Noonan Contract.  Devin made the motion, seconded by Chad to approve Rinke-Noonan as the WRD legal counsel for 2023.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

2023 Meeting Schedule
· The board reviewed the 2023 meeting schedule.  Devin made the motion, seconded by Chad to approve the 2023 meeting schedule.  All voting aye, motion carried.

Wells County Commission
· Larry reported that he met with the county commissioners and provided them with information regarding 3 bridges that are closed in Wells County. 
· Larry reported that the Commissioners approved Aaron Opdahl’s request for an approach in NE corner of Section 10-148-72. 

The board reviewed the bill from Apex Engineering. Devin made the motion, seconded by Chad to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Rinke-Noonan. Chad made the motion, seconded by Devin to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The following bills were allowed and ordered paid:

#6683 Wells County Treasurer- Ottertail Share			$41.21
#6684 Larry Skiftun-per diem, mlge & exp			            513.59
#6685 Devin Long-per diem, mlge & exp				177.86
#6686 Chad Reimche- per diem, mlge & exp				179.11
#6687 Tammy Roehrich-Salary				          1292.90
#6688 Apex Engineering- Engineering Services			328.00
#6889 Rinke-Noonan- Legal Fees				          1000.00
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Drain Fund
#864 Apex Engineering- Engineering Services			$902.00
#865 VOID
#866 VOID
#867 Northern Plains Electric- Hurdsfield Power			  125.00
#868 Rinke-Noonan- Legal Fees					  648.00


With no further business, meeting adjourned.


Approved:							Attest

