


Regular Meeting			September 15, 2025               	        	 7:00 AM

Members present: Larry Skiftun, Tom Deede Bryon Brynjulson, and Chad Reimche

Devin Long was in attendance via video conference. 

Kale Van Bruggen Rinke-Noonan and Thomas Demke, Apex Engineering, were in attendance via video conference.

Ivy Brye was in attendance to record the meeting.

Gary Heintz was in attendance via video conference. 

The Wells County Water Resource District Board meeting began at 7:00 AM.  

Open mic – No comments. 

Minutes of the August 12, 2025 meeting were reviewed. Chad made the motion, seconded by Bryon to approve the minutes.  All voting aye, motion carried.

Hurdsfield Project
· Thomas asked if the batteries and cable have shown up.  No equipment has been received by the WRD. 
· DEQ visit the site along with the WRD, township officials, and two commissioners regarding an emergency permit.  The WRD is still waiting on the Emergency Permit. 
· Minnesota Valley Testing Lab asked if they should still do testing in October and Thomas told them to continue the testing in October. 
· Bryon reported that the pumps were turned off August 29th.  

55th Ave Crossing in the Oak Creek Drain
· The ND DWR has filed an Amicus Brief on behalf of Wells County WRD.  Fairville Township has until October 5th to respond. The WRD has 14 days to respond to their brief and then the Supreme Court will set a date to hear the case.

2025 Drain Spraying
· Larry reported that the assessed drains have been sprayed. 

2025 Culvert Inspections
· The board needs to update the 3-year plan for culvert replacement in the legal drains.
· Due to the wet year and water in culverts this has not been completed.

Silver Lake Drainage
· Gary Heintz stated “ ﻿These are photos taken September 7, 2025 of the drainage in my dismissed complaint that was supposedly closed last December. The excavator tracks in the photos appear to be recent and there isn’t any plug visible. To my eye, it appears that the additional draining has been done lowering the lake on the Silver Lake WMA. This water is flowing downstream to Hurdsfield Lake and eventually to the lake on my land in the SE 1/4 Sec. 22  T 146 N   R 72 W.  In addition to the apparent lowering of the drain, a very large culvert has been installed in the N-S road just West of this drain, speeding the flow downstream.

· Larry informed Gary that a complaint would need to be filed for the board to act on this.  The previous complaint that was filed was dismissed.  
· Gary stated that he will not be filing a complaint because he does not know who open the channel. 
· Larry visited the site on 9/15/2025 and took photos which are on file in the office. 
· Gary asked if the pipe will be closed between Hurdsfield Lake and East Lake.  The WRD is following the Operations Plan. 

Proposed Assessed Drain in Progress and Haaland Township
· Rinke-Noonan and Apex Engineering have been working with Philip Hoff on a landowner petition to create an assessed drain. 
· The petition is currently on hold.  Philip will continue to work with landowners in the area. 
· Devin asked Kale for a document regarding pros and cons for an assessed drain and he would help educate the landowners in the area.   

Tile Notifications
· The board reviewed the following Tile Notifications:
· SE4 of 22-146-69
· NE4 of 4-148-71

Tile Applications
· The board reviewed the following Tile Applications: 
·  SW ¼ 2-150-69, NE ¼ 3-150-69, SE ¼ 3-150-69.  Bryon made the motion, seconded by Chad to approve the WRD Tile Permit contingent upon remaining information received.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
· SE ¼ 4-150-69, SW ¼ 4-150-69. Chad made the motion, seconded by Tom to approve the WRD Tile Permit.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

ROW Permit
· The board reviewed the ROW permit for 5-150-69. Devin made the motion, seconded by Bryon to approve the ROW permit.  This permit is allowing a pump to discharge water into the highway ditch with the understanding that only maintenance can be done in a highway ROW ditch.   All voting aye, motion carried. 

DWR Administrative Code Amendments
· Kale reviewed with the board the final board comments regarding the Administrative Rule Changes for Surface Drainage.  DWR will review and make any necessary comments and return to the WRD.  After complete it will be sent to Legislative Committee to review the proposed rule changes. 

The board reviewed the bill from Apex Engineering.  Tom made the motion, seconded by Bryon to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Rinke-Noonan.  Chad made the motion, seconded by Tom to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Minnesota Valley Testing Lab.  Tom made the motion, seconded by Devin to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Smith Porsborg Schweigert Armstrong Modenhauher & Smith Bryon made the motion, seconded by Chad to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Minnesota Valley Testing Lab.  Tom made the motion, seconded by Chad to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

Chad made the motion, seconded by Tom to send GRO Drain Tile LLc a refund check for $500 for a tile permit that was rescinded and not needed since the area to be tiled is under 80 acres.    All voting aye, motion carried. 

Kyle Hart met with the board and requested that if anymore complaints are made against Chaseley Township that he is requesting a motion by the WRD to have the Roller dikes removed.  Larry will meet with Linda Roller and Mic Thompson asking if they want to move forward with the dike removal. 


The following bills were allowed and ordered paid:
#7009 Larry Skiftun diem, mlge & exp		 	         $1425.20
#7010 Tom Deede- per diem, mlge & exp				 197.30			    #7011 Bryon Brynjulson- per diem, mlge & exp			 645.80		  	       #7012 Chad Reimche- per diem, mlge & exp				204.30			   #7013 Tammy Roehrich-Salary				          1939.35				
#7014 Wells Co-Ottertail Share				              35.90				     
#7015 Apex Engineering-Engineering Services		          3473.50			      
#7016 Rinke-Noonan-Legal Fees				          1452.50	
#7017 GRO Drain Tile- Refund					500.00 		    	 

Drain Fund
#1005 Apex Engineering				                     $3804.50
#1006 Rinke-Noonan-Legal Fees			                       1757.50
#1007 Minnesota Valley Testing Lab	-Hurdsfield Project	           1023.00
#1008 Smith Porsborg Schweigert Armstrong Modenhauher & Smith   12,093.67
#1009 Northern Plains Electric- Hurdsfield Power                           1815.00

With no further business, meeting adjourned.


Approved:					Attest: 





