


Regular Meeting			October 14, 2025               	        	 7:00 AM

Members present: Larry Skiftun, Tom Deede Bryon Brynjulson, Devin Long and Chad Reimche.

Kale Van Bruggen Rinke-Noonan and Thomas Demke and Jennifer Malloy-Apex Engineering, were in attendance via video conference.

Ivy Brye was in attendance to record the meeting.

Gary Heintz was in attendance via video conference. 

The Wells County Water Resource District Board meeting began at 7:00 AM.  

Minutes of the September 16, 2025 meeting were reviewed. Devin made the motion, seconded by Bryon to approve the minutes.  All voting aye, motion carried.

Open mic – Gary Heintz asked “As a monetarily impacted downstream﻿ landowner, I am inquiring as to the elevation that the lake on Silver Lake WMA will now be held to given the decision by someone other than the WCWRD to lower the natural drain on the north end of the lake? If there is an authorized fixed elevation, how will this be achieved, monitored, and, maintained? To insure clarity, please give these questions to all the managers prior to the meeting and if you would, please answer these questions during the “open mic” portion of the meeting on Tuesday”     
· An elevation was not set by the board due to the channel being closed and no complaint filed.  

Hurdsfield Project
· Thomas reported that the cable and battery were delivered to Apex Engineering.  
· Apex will have it installed as soon as possible. 

Unauthorized Dam Complaint-Thompson v Roller
· Lindsay Zeien (John Roller’s daughter) and Josh Zeien met with the board regarding the dikes on the Roller property.
· Mic Thompson filed a complaint regarding the dikes in 2011.  The WRD asked DWR to investigated these dikes and gave no ruling.  They asked that Thompson and Roller work out an agreement.  No agreement was made.  
· Lindsay stated that she has no issues with the dikes coming out but she does not have the funds or equipment to take them out.
· Devin made the motion, seconded by Chad to have Apex Engineering determine an elevation for the dikes and an estimate to take the dikes to the determined level.  Also to have Rinke-Noonan draft a notice for the affected landowners.   All voting aye, motion carried.

Oak Creek Drain
· Neil Veen will be tiling in Section 22/27 148-68
· The tile will be placed under the Oak Creek Drain Right of Way.
· Tom made the motion, seconded by Bryon to have Kale draft an Encroachment Agreement between the WCWRD and Neil Veen and for Larry to sign the agreement.  All voting aye, motion carried. 


Darvin Haux v Jeff Mertz Complaint to DWR
· Darvin Haux filed a complaint with DWR 32 days after the required 30 day appeal deadline. DWR is investigating the complaint that was dismissed by the WRD. 

55th Ave Crossing in the Oak Creek Drain
The WRD attorney, Kale Van Bruggen advised the WRD to go into executive session so the board can receive and discuss legal consultation with special legal counsel, Brian Schmidt regarding litigation over the 55th Ave Crossings.  The legal authority for closing this portion of the meeting is North Dakota Century Code sections 44-04-19.1(2) & (5).  Devin made the motion, seconded by Chad to discuss this topic in Executive Session authorizing Kale Van Bruggen, Rinke Noonan, Brian Schmidt- Smith Porsborg Schweigert Armstrong Modenhauher & Smith, Thomas Demke and Jennifer Malloy, Apex Engineering, and Tammy Roehrich, WRD Secretary to also attend the executive session.
  Motion carried by Roll Call Vote. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk169007637]Roll Call Vote: 
· Skiftun-YES
· Deede-YES
· Brynjulson-YES 
· Long-YES
· Reimche-YES

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Executive Session of the Wells County Water Resource District began at 7:57AM and was attended by: Larry Skiftun, Tom Deede, Bryon Brynjulson, Devin Long, Chad Reimche, Tammy Roehrich, WRD Secretary and Attorney Kale Van Bruggen, and Attorney Brian Schmidt and Thomas Demke and Jennifer Malloy. 
Brian made the motion, seconded by Tom to close Executive Session of the Wells County Water Resource District at 8:35 AM.  All voting aye, motion carried.   Members of the public were invited to return to the meeting room.  Ivy Brye rejoined the meeting. 

ROW Permit 
· Tammy reported that she has emailed Peter Pranke and Ezra Grotberg and has not received the mile post number for the ROW permit. 

Subsurface Water Management System Permit Application (Tile Permit) 2025-0003
· This tile permit is still incomplete due to not including the tax statements with the permit. 
· Kale reported that he has tried to contact Peter Pranke and Ezra Grotberg and has not received any replies.  

SCD-Harvey Reservoir 
· Anne Ehni updated the board on the Harvey Dam.
· Anne reported that the Algae blooms were some of the worst in the state so water quality is very poor.  
· There are DEQ funds left for this project so they have extended the water sampling through 2026 with the final report in 2027. 



Oak Creek Assessment Drain Private Crossing Section 13-148-69
· The board discussed this crossing.
· Bryon made the motion, seconded by Tom to table this until more information is obtained. 

Remote Meeting Access (Public)
· The board discussed offering Public Access via video conferencing for the meetings.
· Kale reviewed the Open Meetings Laws.
· Bryon made the motion, seconded by Devin to no longer offer the public access for meetings as this was a courtesy offered.  The public can still attend the meetings and if they would like to be on the agenda they can contact the WRD Secretary. 

Legislative Costs
· Discussion was held regarding legislatives costs and the need to stay on top of legislatives issues. 
· Chad made the motion, seconded by Bryon to continue to have Kale work on legislative issues.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Kale reported that he works on legislative issues for other counties and splits the billing among the counties. 

The board reviewed the bill from Apex Engineering.  Bryon made the motion, seconded by Devin to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Rinke-Noonan.  Tom made the motion, seconded by Chad to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Smith Porsborg Schweigert Armstrong Modenhauher & Smith Chad made the motion, seconded by Devin to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Minnesota Valley Testing Lab.  Bryon made the motion, seconded by Tom to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Tech Sales.  Devin made the motion, seconded by Tom to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Local Ag Solutions.  Devin made the motion, seconded by Chad to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The following bills were allowed and ordered paid:
#7018 Larry Skiftun diem, mlge & exp		 	         $975.30
#7019 Tom Deede- per diem, mlge & exp		                       197.30				    #7020 Bryon Brynjulson- per diem, mlge & exp	                       645.10				    #7021 Devin Long- per diem, mlge & exp				572.30
#7022 Chad Reimche- per diem, mlge & exp				204.30	
#7023 Tammy Roehrich-Salary				          1939.35	
#7024 Apex Engineering-Engineering Services		          1684.50			      
#7025 Rinke-Noonan-Legal Fees				          5582.50	
#7026 Wells Co-Ottertail Share				              32.78	     
	
    	 
Drain Fund
#1010 Apex Engineering				                       $310.50
#1011 Rinke-Noonan-Legal Fees			                       4858.50
#1012 Smith Porsborg Schweigert Armstrong Modenhauher & Smith-Legal-55th Ave	                  239.22    
#1013 	Tech Sales-Hurdfield Supplies				 551.40
#1014 Minnesota Valley Testing Lab-Hurdsfield			 1023.00
#1015 Local Ag Solutions-Spraying			                     21,265.31
#1016 Northern Plains Electric- Hurdsfield Power                              111.00



With no further business, meeting adjourned.


Approved:					Attest: 





