


Regular Meeting			July 9, 2024	              	 7:00 AM

Members present: Larry Skiftun, Tom Deede, Bryon Brynjulson, and Chad Reimche

Kale Van Bruggen, Luc Berard and Alex Mastellar-Rinke-Noonan, (joined at 7:28AM) Thomas Demke, Apex Engineering, were in attendance via video conference.

The Wells County Water Resource District Board meeting began at 7:01 AM.  

Open mic – no comments. 

Minutes of the June 11, 2024 meeting were reviewed. Tom made the motion, seconded by Bryon to approve the minutes.  All voting aye, motion carried.


Hurdsfield Project
· Pumps were started on June 21st- July 3nd.  Pumps were started July 6th and the board will continue to monitor when to shut them off. 
· Bryon reported that the check valves need to be replaced.  Thomas stated that he did not think Dakota Pump Control could fix the check valves.  Brian made the motion, seconded by Devin to have Thomas find someone who could fix the valves.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Hagemeister Clean out Request
· Brock Hagemeister and Keith Wachtel requested a clean out in 33-147-69.  Fish and Wildlife have the easement in the surrounding area.  The WRD has an easement for this area.  In order to do this cleanout, the landowners will need to pay for this cleanout.  The landowners and the contractor will need to sign an indemnification.
· Larry reported that he gave Hagemeisters a copy of the indemnification and the WRD has not received it back from them.
· Thomas showed the Lidar images to the board.  There appears to be an obstruction in the northern part of the channel.  Larry will give the information to Hagemeisters to see what they would like to do.

Drain #1 Culvert-Mark Schmitz concern
· Thomas contacted DWR regarding the new culverts put in under the railroad.  This was a checkpoint for Drain #1.  He asked if this would cause an issue with the original permit for Drain #1.  DWR told him that there should be no issue with the WRD Permit. 
· The three 36” culverts that were installed by the WRD could be a control point if it meets stream crossing standards. 
· Discussion was held regarding the downstream end clean out.  This area would need to be surveyed.  Bryon made the motion, seconded by Chad to hire Apex Engineering to survey N of 19th St. to the James River and the 18th St Crossing. 

SB 2372
· Kale had no further updates at this time.





Rinke-Noonan Conflict Waiver-Re: Ellingson regarding Tile Permit 2024-0006
· The board reviewed the Conflict of Interest regarding Tile Permits 2024-0006. Chad made the motion, seconded by Tom to sign the Conflict of Interests.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Tile Permit 2024-0006
· The board reviewed the 2024-0006 Tile permit. Devin made the motion, seconded by Chad to approve this permit.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
[bookmark: _Hlk169007730]
55th Ave NE Crossing in the Oak Creek Drain
The WRD attorney, Kale Van Bruggen advised the WRD to go into executive session to receive and discuss legal consultation regarding potential litigation over the crossings.  The legal authority for closing this portion of the meeting is North Dakota Century Code sections 44-04-19.1(2) & (5).  Devin made the motion, seconded by Bryon to discuss this topic in Executive Session authorizing Kale Van Bruggen, Luc Berard, Alex Mastellar-Rinke-Nonnan and Thomas Demke-Apex Engineering to also attend the executive session.
  Motion carried by Roll Call Vote. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk169007637]Roll Call Vote: 
· Skiftun-YES
· Deede-YES
· Brynjulson-YES 
· Long-YES
· Reimche-YES

The Executive Session of the Wells County Water Resource District began at 7:33 AM and was attended by: Larry Skiftun, Tom Deede, Bryon Brynjulson, Devin Long, Chad Reimche, Tammy Roehrich, WRD Secretary and Attorney Kale Van Bruggen, Attorney Luc Berard and Attorney Alex Mastellar with Rinke-Noonan. Also, Thomas Demke with Apex Engineering.

Tom made the motion, seconded by Chad to close Executive Session of the Wells County Water Resource District at 8:16 AM.  All voting aye, motion carried.   

· Brian made the motion, Tom directing Apex Engineering and Rinke Noonan Law Firm to investigate the removal of the 55th Ave NE culvert crossings and whether such removal constitutes an obstruction to a drain, and to prepare findings for the Board to review at the regularly scheduled August Board meeting. All voting aye, the motion carried.
· Devin made the motion, seconded by Chad, directing Rinke Noonan Law Firm and Chair Skiftun to initiate a declaratory judgment action on behalf of the Wells County Water Resource District against responsible parties for the removal of 55th Ave NE culvert crossings. All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Railroad Culverts-Drain #1
· CP Rail had culverts installed in Drain #1 under the CP Railway.  The culverts that were replaced were a check point for Drain #1.  The culverts that were installed were larger than the previous culverts that were installed according to the Drain #1 Permit.
· The board has concerns regarding the amount of water that will go through the larger culverts and the effect it will have down-steam.
· Thomas will contact DWR to see if any changes need to be made to the permit or the Operation Plan. 

Fessenden Drain Cleanout
· The City of Fessenden is working with Schimelfenig Constriction. 

Tile Pump Erosion
· Discussion was held regarding Tile Pumps that are causing erosion.  All tile permits are required to install erosion control measures.
· Kale will have a draft letter to present at the August meeting. 

2024 Drain Spraying
· Drains will be sprayed this year.  
· The contractor will work with Apex Engineering for maps. 

The board reviewed the bill from Apex Engineering.  Bryon made the motion, seconded by Tom to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk171587794]The board reviewed the bill from Rinke-Noonan.  Tom made the motion, seconded by Devin to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Pearson Christensen.  Tom made the motion, seconded by Devin to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Minnesota Valley Testing Labs.  Bryon made the motion, seconded by Tom to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The following bills were allowed and paid:
#6864 Larry Skiftun-per diem, mlge & exp			$1009.06
#6865 Tom Deede-per diem, mlge & exp			    173.67		 
#6866 Bryon Brynjulson-per diem, mlge & exp		  1304.15
#6867 Devin Long- per diem, mlge & exp	                            519.68
#6868 Chad Reimche- per diem, mlge & exp			    180.37
#6869 Tammy Roehrich- Salary				  1847.00
#6870 Apex Engineering- Engineering Services		  1734.00		
#6871 Rinke-Noonan- Legal Fees				  4762.50
#6872 NDTC-Phone/prepay				                250.00

Drain Fund
#939 Apex Engineering-Engineering Services		 3276.00
#940 Rinke-Noonan-Legal Fees				 4212.50
#941 Pearson Christensen-Legal Fees			 2372.50
#942 Minnesota Valley Testing Lab- Hurdsfield		 1982.00
#943 Northern Plains Electric-Hurdsfield			 1019.00
#944 1st International Bank-Hurdsfield Loan Pymt	          50,000.00

With no further business, meeting adjourned.

Approved:							Attest: 





