


895Regular Meeting			August 8, 2023	               7:00 AM


Members present: Larry Skiftun, Tom Deede, Bryon Bryjulson, and Devin Long

Thomas Demke, Apex Engineering and Brent Keller, Wells County Road Foreman were also in attendance

Kale Van Bruggen-Rinke-Noonan was in attendance via video conferencing.

Gary Heintz was also in attendance via video conferencing.

Kurt Bollingberg and Todd Bibelheimer were also in attendance. 

 The Wells County Water Resource District Board meeting began at 7:00 am.  

Open mic – no comments. 

Eric Lies and Richard Lies joined the meeting at 7:19 AM

Minutes of the July 10, 2023 Special meeting were reviewed. Devin made the motion, seconded by Tom to approve the minutes.  All voting aye, motion carried.

Minutes of the July 11, 2023 meeting were reviewed. Devin made the motion, seconded by Tom to approve the minutes.  All voting aye, motion carried.


Hurdsfield Project
· Thomas reported he will be installing the new cable today.
· Thomas will take measurements to check the levels of the lake. 

Harvey Dam
· No new updates.  The Wells County SCD is working on a grant to study the water quality. 

Highway 52 Drain #1 Crossing
· Coleman Construction will start the project in late August or early September.

SB2372
· Kale will be meeting with the DWR, the Attorney General, Sean Fredricks and Jack Dwyer regarding compliance to SB2372 and will report back to the board at their September meeting. 

Aaron Opdahl Approach
· Aaron Opdahl met with the WRD and the Wells County Commission in November 2022 requesting access to Section 10-148-72.  Road Foreman Keller reported that the county will be putting in an approach on the section line to give Aaron access. 



Spraying Drains
· Discussion was held on when Pro Ag Solutions would be in Wells County to spray the drains.  Larry will contact them for a timeline.  


Oak Creek Drain
· Richard and Eric Lies met with the board regarding the 21 inch culvert in the Oak Creek Drain near the center of Section 13 as a possible obstruction to the drain. The WRD would like to replace the 21 inch culvert with a 24 inch culvert. 
· Thomas Demke-Apex Engineering reported that his study of whether the 21 inch culverts meets the stream crossing standards is dependent on whether the covering above the 21 inch culvert is more than approximately one foot.  At two feet, the stream crossing standards are not met and the crossing is obstructing flow.  Thomas Demke offered to measure the culvert and complete the hydrology study to determine the culvert size required to meet the stream crossing standards for public roadways and to determine whether the 21 inch culvert is obstructing the Oak Creek Assessment Drain. 
· Kurt Bollingberg and Todd Bibelheimer would like to see a larger culvert placed to take the low flow water out of the Oak Creek Drain faster.   They have no issues during high flow because high flow happens usually in the spring when no one is beginning springs work. 
· Discussion was held regarding other options to help prevent flooding in the spring such as removing the snow from the Oak Creek Drain Lateral.  The WRD will monitor the drain for possible snow removal in the spring. 
· Discussion was held regarding the easement in Section 29.  Devin made the motion, seconded by Tom to have Apex Engineering look at the easement boundaries and send a survey to Rinke-Noonan to correct the easement.  
· Lies asked if plugging culverts in the highway ditch is legal.  Tom made the motion, seconded by Bryon to have Thomas contact the ND DOT for an opinion.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
· Discussion was held regarding having a “monitoring” point for Kurt Bollingberg to start his tile pump.  An agreement between Lies and Bollingberg that the “monitoring” point will be ½ mile south of the culvert in section 13.  If the water is not over the road, Bollingberg can start his tile pump.  Lies will agree to a 24 inch culvert if that’s what the hydrology study calls for and Lies will drop the complaint against Bollingberg. 
· Discussion was held regarding the culvert levels in Sections 26, 27 and 28 and the washout in this area.  Thomas will look at this area today. 


Eddy County Culvert-Oak Creek
· Larry contacted Rue Construction and they will replace this culvert this fall. 

Beaver Dam in Drain #1
· The board received a report of a beaver dam in Drain #1.  Road Foreman Keller will check if the dam is still in Drain #1 and report back to the board. 





The board reviewed the bill from Apex Engineering, Devin made the motion, seconded by Bryon to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Rinke-Noonan. Tom made the motion, seconded by Devin to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Tech Sales Co. Tom made the motion, seconded by Devin to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried



The following bills were allowed and ordered paid: 
#6755 Larry Skiftun-per diem, mlge & exp					$335.02
#6756 Tom Deede-per diem, mlge & exp					  173.40
#6757 Bryon Brynjulson-per diem, mlge & exp				  207.46
#6758 Devin Long-per diem, mlge & exp					  178.64
#6759 Tammy Roehrich-Salary						1385.25
#6760 Apex Engineering- Engineering Services				  792.50
#6761 Rinke-Noonan-Legal Fees						4352.50
#6762 Brad Wolbert-Salary-Gateman					1542.62
#6763 Wells County Treasurer- Ottertail Share				    35.77

Drain Fund
#895 Apex Engineering-Engineering Services				3885.00
#896 Rinke-Noonan-Legal Fees						  434.50
#897 Tech Sales Co- Hurdsfield Drain					  292.81
[bookmark: _GoBack]#898 Northern Plains Electric- Hurdsfield Power				  133.00



With no further business, meeting adjourned.


Approved:							Attest: 



