


Regular Meeting			August 12, 2025               	        	 7:00 AM

Members present: Larry Skiftun, Tom Deede Bryon Brynjulson, Devin Long and Chad Reimche

Kale Van Bruggen Rinke-Noonan and Thomas Demke, Apex Engineering, were in attendance via video conference.

Ivy Brye was in attendance to record the meeting.

Gary Heintz was in attendance via video conference. 

Monty Faul was in attendance   Also, Stan Buxa and Brian Miller, Wells County Commissioner.

Philip Hoff, Wells County Landowner joined the meeting at 7:30 AM.

Patrick Doan, Local Ag Solutions, joined the meeting at 7 :30 AM

The Wells County Water Resource District Board meeting began at 7:00 AM.  

Open mic – No comments. 

Minutes of the July 8, 2025 meeting were reviewed. Chad made the motion, seconded by Bryon to approve the minutes.  All voting aye, motion carried.

Hurdsfield Project
· Thomas 
· The board reviewed a quote from In-Situ for a cable and batteries for the HLD monitoring equipment.  Devin made the motion, seconded by Chad to purchase the cable and batteries.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
· The WRD is going to seek an emergency permit from DEQ to pump all summer due to the recent heavy rains and water coming in from other sloughs.  There are township roads in the area that are being threatened by high water and being able to run the pumps would help take pressure off these roads.

55th Ave Crossing in the Oak Creek Drain
· The appeal will be filed with the ND Supreme Court.  The WRD’s brief is due August 27th. 
· The ND DWR is meeting this week to determine if they will file an Amicus Brief on behalf of Wells County WRD.

Sauter v Weckerly/Mertz Complaint
· Kale VanBruggen, reviewed the draft Findings and Order-Noncomplying Drain Complaint.
· After review, Brian made the motion, seconded by Devin to approve the draft Findings and Order-Noncomplying Drain and dismiss the Sauter complaint.  All voting aye, motion carried.
· Rinke-Noonan will send the Findings of Order-Non-Complying Drain dismissal to Allen Sauter, Chad Weckerly and Jeff Mertz. 



Harvey Dam Inspections Update
· Kevin’s Landscaping has completed the removal of trees around the Harvey Dam.
· The fence and rail still needs to be fixed.  Chad will visit with Aaron Opdahl to see if he is interested in fixing the fence and rail. 

2025 Culvert Inspections
· The board needs to update the 3-year plan for culvert replacement in the legal drains.
· Due to the wet year and water in culverts this has not been completed.

Cleaning of Natural Waterways
· Kale reviewed the Pro’s and Con’s for creating a Snagging and Clearing District or an Assessment District for spraying waterways. 
· Currently there is a 60% cost share for creating an assessment district.  This could change next legislative session. 
· Monty Faul explained the issues with cattails in the Hurdsfield area and south of Harvey.  The James River does not flow properly in areas full of cattails.  
· Kale and Thomas explained the process of creating an assessment district which would create a permanent solution.  Landowners would need to raise funds to start the process. 
· Monty Faul and Chad Reimche will visit with landowners regarding creating an assessment district.
· Thomas will put together a proposal for a study.
· Philip Hoff is also seeking information regarding an assessment district for areas in Progress Township.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Patrick Doan reviewed costs to the landowners for drone spraying of cattails. 

Drain Assessments
· The board reviewed the assessed drains and determined the maintenance specials to be placed on the drains.
· Devin made the motion, seconded by Chad to place a $2.00 per acre maintenance special.  All voting aye, motion carried.
· Tom made the motion, seconded by Devin to place $20 per parcel and $1.00 per acre on the Fessenden Drain.  All voting aye, motion carried.
· Devin made the motion, seconded by Bryon to place .50 per acre on the Heimdal Drain.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
· Devin made the motion, seconded by Chad to place a $2.00 per acre on the Oak Creek Drain.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

DWR Administrative Code Amendments
· Kale reviewed with the board possible changes in the Administrative Code Amendments for Surface Drainage.  Brian made the motion, seconded by Thomas to have Larry work with Kale to provide comments to DWR regarding the amendments.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

The board reviewed the bill from Apex Engineering.  Tom made the motion, seconded by Bryon to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Rinke-Noonan.  Bryon made the motion, seconded by Tom to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Minnesota Valley Testing Lab.  Tom made the motion, seconded by Devin to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Kevin’s Landscaping.  Chad made the motion, seconded by Tom to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from NDDWR.  Tom made the motion, seconded by Devin to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.


The following bills were allowed and ordered paid:
#6997 Larry Skiftun diem, mlge & exp		 	$1234.20
#6998 Tom Deede- per diem, mlge & exp			    197.30		
#6999 Bryon Brynjulson- per diem, mlge & exp		  1474.20	       	
#7000 Devin Long-per diem, mlge & exp			   202.90			
#7001 Chad Reimche- per diem, mlge & exp			   204.30		    		 
#7002 Tammy Roehrich-Salary				 1939.35	
#7003 Wells Co-Ottertail Share				     33.82              
#7004 Apex Engineering-Engineering Services		 1313.00		      
#7005 Rinke-Noonan-Legal Fees				 5615.50			
#7006 Kevin’s Landscaping-Harvey Dam			 4055.00				
#7007 NDWRD-2026 Dues					   700.00
	              
Drain Fund
#1001 Apex Engineering				              $103.50
#999 Rinke-Noonan-Legal Fees			              2327.50
#1000 Minnesota Valley Testing Lab				  2046.00
#1001 Northern Plains Electric-Hurdsfield Power		  1456.00	


With no further business, meeting adjourned.


Approved:					Attest: 




