


Regular Meeting			June 11, 2024	              	 7:00 AM

Members present: Larry Skiftun, Tom Deede, Bryon Brynjulson, and Chad Reimche

Kale Van Bruggen-Rinke-Noonan, Thomas Demke, Apex Engineering, were in attendance via video conference.

Gary Heintz was also in attendance via video conferencing.

Devin Long joined the meeting at 7:05AM via video conferencing. 

[bookmark: _GoBack] The Wells County Water Resource District Board meeting began at 7:00 AM.  

The board reviewed the agenda and Larry requested the 55th Ave NE Crossing in the Oak Creek Drain be moved to the end of the agenda so Alex Mastellar, Rinke-Noonan can join the conversation.  Tom made the motion, seconded by Bryon to approve the change to the agenda.  All voting aye, motion carried.

Open mic – no comments. 

Minutes of the May 17, 2024 meeting were reviewed. Tom made the motion, seconded by Bryon to approve the minutes.  All voting aye, motion carried.


Hurdsfield Project
· Thomas reported that due to the heavy rainfall the conductivity was not reading correctly.  Thomas contacted Peter Wax and ND DEQ and he gave the WCWRD permission to run the pumps and have the water sampled.  
· Minnesota Valley Testing tested the water on June 6th.  Thomas reviewed the results with the board.

Hagemeister Clean out Request
· Brock Hagemeister and Keith Wachtel requested a clean out in 33-147-69.  Fish and Wildlife have the easement in the surrounding area.  The WRD has an easement for this area.  In order to do this cleanout, the landowners will need to pay for this cleanout.  The landowners and the contractor will need to sign an indemnification.
· Larry reported that he gave Hagemeisters a copy of the indemnification and the WRD has not received it back from them.
· The board asked Apex Engineering for a Lidar map to show elevations.   Larry stated that the channel to the North may be blocked and water is close to going over the road between Section 32 and 33.  This channel may need to be cleaned out above this area.

Drain #1 Culvert-Mark Schmitz concern
· Larry and Brian Schimelfenig have not taken elevations of the area to see how much drop there is before the James River.  Larry will coordinate with Brian Schimelfenig to complete this by the July meeting.

SB 2372
· Kale had no further updates at this time.


Drain #1 Easement-2024-0004 Tile Encroachment Agreement
· Discussion was held regarding having an agreement between Tom and Wayne Deede and the WRD stating that the WRD (Drain #1) will not be responsible for any damages to the Deede’s tiles if the WRD ever needs to clean out the channel.  
· Kale will send an agreement to Deede’s and the WRD to review at the July meeting. 

Rinke-Noonan Conflict Waiver-Re: Ellingson regarding Tile Permit 2024-0005
· The board reviewed the Conflict of Interest regarding Tile Permits 2024-0005. Tom made the motion, seconded by Chad to sign the Conflict of Interests.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Tile Permit 2024-0005
· The board reviewed the 2024-0005 Tile permit. Tom made the motion, seconded by Chad to approve this permit.  All voting aye, motion carried.  

Hamburg/West Norway Culvert
· Culvert H/WN #5 is collapsing and needs to be replaced.
· Bryon made the motion, seconded by Tom to hire Maddock Construction to replace this culvert.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Railroad Culverts-Drain #1
· CP Rail had culverts installed in Drain #1 under the CP Railway.  The culverts that were replaced were a check point for Drain #1.  The culverts that were installed were larger than the previous culverts that were installed according to the Drain #1 Permit.
· The board has concerns regarding the amount of water that will go through the larger culverts and the effect it will have down-steam.
· Thomas will contact DWR to see if any changes need to be made to the permit or the Operation Plan. 

Alex Mastellar joined the meeting at 7:36 AM

Fessenden Drain Cleanout
· Fessenden City Public Works Director contacted Larry regarding clean out the channel that runs inside of the Fessenden Park.
· Larry will contact Schimelfenig Construction to survey this area.

Tile Pump Erosion
· Discussion was held regarding Tile Pumps that are causing erosion.  All tile permits are required to install erosion control measures.
· Devin made the motion, seconded by Tom to have Kale draft a letter template that the WRD can use to send to landowners when their tile pumps are causing erosion. All voting aye, motion carried.


The board reviewed the bill from Rinke-Noonan.  Tom made the motion, seconded by Devin to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Dakota Pump Control.   Tom made the motion, seconded by Devin to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Minnesota Valley Testing Labs.  Tom made the motion, seconded by Devin to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.


55th Ave NE Crossing in the Oak Creek Drain
Bryon made the motion, seconded by Chad that the Board close the public meeting at 7:59 a.m. and move into Executive Session for the purposes of discussing potential litigation concerning the 55th Ave. NE Crossings in the Oak Creek Drainage Area pursuant to N.D. Century Code section 44-04-19.1(2),(5) and that Secretary Roehrich, Attorney Van Bruggen, and Engineer Thomas Demke attend the Executive Session. 
Roll Call Vote:
Skiftun-YES
Deede-YES
Brynjulson-YES 
Long-YES
Reimche-YES

Chad made the motion, seconded by Bryon to close Executive Session of the Wells County Water Resource District at 8:55 AM and reopen the Regular Meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried.   

With no further business, Tom made the motion, seconded by Devin to adjourn the Regular meeting at 8:57 AM.   All voting aye, motion carried.


The following bills were allowed and ordered paid:
#6854 Larry Skiftun-per diem, mlge & exp				$773.75
#6855 Tom Deede-per diem, mlge & exp				  173.67
#6856 Bryon Brynjulson-per diem, mlge & exp			  575.29
#6857 Chad Reimche-per diem, mlge & exp				  180.37
#6858 Tammy Roehrich- Salary					1847.00
#6859 Patrick Doan-Gateman Salary					  520.75
#6860 Void		
#6861 Void
#6862 Rinke-Noonan-Legal Fees					4161.00					
Drain Fund
# 935 Rinke-Noonan-Legal Fees					  2158.00
#936 Dakota Pump Control-Hurdsfield Project			    240.00
#937 MVTL-Hurdsfield Project					  1982.00

With no further business, meeting adjourned.


Approved:						Attest: 



