


Regular Meeting			January 13, 2026               	        	 8:00 AM

Members present: Larry Skiftun, Tom Deede, Bryon Brynjulson, Devin Long and Tom Deede. 

Kale Van Bruggen Rinke-Noonan and Thomas Demke Apex Engineering, were in attendance via video conference.

Visitors: Ivy Brye to record the meeting. 

The Wells County Water Resource District Board meeting began at 8:00 AM.  

Minutes of the December 9, 2025, meeting were reviewed. Devin made the motion, seconded by Chad to approve the minutes.  All voting aye, motion carried.

Minutes of the December 23, 2025, meeting were reviewed. Bryon made the motion, seconded by Tom to approve the minutes.  All voting aye, motion carried.

Minutes of the January 6, 2026, meeting were reviewed. Devin made the motion, seconded by Chad to approve the minutes.  All voting aye, motion carried.


Hurdsfield Project
· Tate Libenau, ND DEQ joined the meeting via video conference.  
· Tate reviewed the flow rates and current pumping schedule for the Hurdsfield pumps.  
· Tate discussed a plan to maximize allowed discharge time/volume based on conductivity by using the last 3 years of data.  Monitoring Station #1 will be removed and a USGS monitoring site will be added to the Hwy 52 bridge by Manfred with a conductivity probe.  This data would also be used.
· DEQ would revise the Hurdsfield Operations Plan using the new data.

Unauthorized Dam Complaint-Thompson v Roller
· Kale reported that NRCS is reviewing the Wetland Reserve Easement and once they sign off the dike can be removed. 
· 
55th Ave Crossing in the Oak Creek Drain
· Larry reported that he met with Alex Lies, Fairville Township Officer, to discuss the 55th Ave Crossing
· Alex assured Larry that Fairville Township will not removed the new culverts in the crossing.   Larry will ask Fairville Township for a letter stating that the new culverts will not be removed.
· Alex requested that the downstream culvert be measured.  Larry and Alex will measure that culvert when weather permits. 

2026 Reorganization of Board
· Larry turned the meeting over to Vice Chairman Tom.  
· Tom called for nominations for Chairman.  Bryon made the motion, seconded by Chadto nominate Larry for Chairman.  With no other nominations, all voting aye, motion carried.
· Tom turned the meeting back over to Larry.
· Larry called for nominations for Vice Chairman. Devin nominated Bryon, seconded by Bryon.  With no other nominations, all voting aye, motion carried.
· Devin made the motion, seconded by Chad to have Tammy continue as Secretary/Treasurer.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Clean out in SW4 29-148-70
· Currently there is no easement.  Thomas will review the construction records.

Farming through Assessed Drains
· Discussion was held regarding farming through the assessed drains.
· The WRD has to clean out those areas at an unnecessary cost to the assessment district.
· A letter will be sent to any landowner farming through the assessed drains to clean out the areas they have farmed through. 

2026 Salaries
· The board reviewed the Gateman Salary.
· Tom made the motion, seconded by Bryon to increase the Gateman Salary to $32.00 per hour. All voting aye, motion carried. 
· The board reviewed the salary for the Secretary/Treasurer.  
· Chad made the motion, seconded by Bryon to increase the salary $100 per month.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

[bookmark: _Hlk216100407]The board reviewed the bill from Rinke-Noonan.  Chad made the motion, seconded by Tom to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Smith Porsborg Schweigert Armstrong Modenhauher & Smith Tom made the motion, seconded by Bryon to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Kevin’s Landscaping.  Tom made the motion, seconded by Chad to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Office Depot.  Bryon made the motion, seconded by Devin to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

The board reviewed the bill from Kevin’s Landscaping.  Tom made the motion, seconded by Bryon to pay this bill.  All voting aye, motion carried.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The following bills were allowed and ordered paid:
#7046 Larry Skiftun-per diem, mlge & exp			$1147.35				         
#7047 Tom Deede- per diem, mlge & exp			   593.25	                    		 
#7048 Bryon Brynjulson-per diem, mlge & exp  		   706.35
#7049 Devin Long-per diem, mlge & exp			   795.35			 
#7050 Chad Reimche-per diem, mlge & exp	 		   615.00               		 
#7051 Tammy Roehrich-Salary				 2031.70				          
#7052 Office Depot-Supplies					   135.69
#7053 VOID	
#7054	Wells Co-Ottertail Share				     39.51
#7055 Rinke-Noonan-Legal Fees				 2786.00		              
	
	
    	 
Drain Fund		                        
#1025 VOID
#1026 Smith Porsborg Schweigert Armstrong Modenhauher & Smith-Legal-55th Ave	      $397.82
#1027 Kevin’s Landscaping- Drain #1 Seeding		    1200.00
#1028 Northern Plains Electric-Hurdsfield Power		      119.00
#1029 Schimelfenig Construction- OC Clean out		 43,105.00
#1030 Rinke-Noonan- Legal Fees				    5630.00



With no further business, meeting adjourned.


Approved:					Attest: 





